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CORONAVIRUS — REGIONAL AIR SERVICES — GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 

Statement by Minister for Transport 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [2.16 pm]: Today, I wish to update the house on the 
state government’s commitment to maintain regular and reliable air transport to our regional communities during 
the COVID-19 crisis. I have been in direct contact with senior airline executives to understand the impact of 
COVID-19 on the aviation industry, and particularly the impacts on regional Western Australian air routes. As a result 
of those conversations, it was specifically recognised that Rex’s air services to Albany, Esperance, Carnarvon and 
Monkey Mia were at high risk of not continuing. The state has responded promptly and positively to Rex’s concerns. 
On 27 March, I announced that up to $3 million of state government funding will be made available to secure 
essential air services for Albany, Esperance, Carnarvon and Monkey Mia. Subsequent to this announcement, the 
federal government announced an aviation support package for regional air services. We are working with the 
federal government on how its support impacts our package and also how we can move to support other regional 
services as required. 

The purpose of the state’s financial support is to sustain a minimum level of air services on routes serviced by Rex. 
As a result, Rex will be able to provide four return services per week between both Perth and Albany, and Perth 
and Esperance. Additionally, two return services per week will be provided between Perth and Carnarvon and 
Monkey Mia. Given the rapidly changing environment, the state funding for Rex will be reviewed on a regular 
basis, consistent with the commonwealth government’s approach. 

The Albany, Esperance and Monkey Mia airport owners have already committed to removing or reducing their 
fees to contribute to the viability of air services. I will be contacting other local governments to see whether they 
can also provide similar relief for regional air services. 

The state government will continue to work with all airlines, local governments and the commonwealth government 
to ensure essential air services to WA’s regional communities are maintained. It is important to note that these 
services are not targeted at tourism but at ensuring that essential workers and essential services can be accommodated 
across regional WA. 
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